132.   NOTES
FOREIGN PROPAGANDA
I observe that my cablegram1 to Deenabandhu Andrews has
given rise to the opinion that I have changed my views and that
I have now begun to pin my faith to foreign propaganda. Let
me hasten co clear any such misunderstanding. My views about
foreign propaganda remain what they were in 1920 and before.
My cablegram to the Deenabandhu was in reply to his. A close
friend though he is, I never worried him over the Bardoli affair.
But when he sent me a cable asking me to acquaint him from time
to time with particulars, I could not resist him. And if this is
called foreign propaganda, I should still prosecute it and advise
others to do likewise with their friends in England or elsewhere.
But when it comes to sending people from here or establishing an
agency for such propaganda my soul rebels against it and tells
me that we are beating the wind. The foreign public is not eager
to listen to our talk or writings however cogent and truthful they
may be. They expect and would eagerly learn about our deeds*
The field for our propaganda is here and now. And when we
have made good our position in our own country, the rest will
follow.
INDIAN SHIPPING
The tragic history of the ruin of the national village industry
of cotton manufacture in India is also the history of the ruin of
Indian shipping. The rise of Lancashire on the ruin of the chief
industry of India almost required the destruction of Indian ship-
ping.
It will be remembered that in 1923 the Indian Mercantile
Marine Committee was appointed in order to explore among
other things the means of encouraging indigenous shipping "by a
system of bounties, subsidies, etc." Its timid and overcautious re-
commendations provide for the reservation of the coastal traffic
for Indian shipping. Sjt. Sarabhai Haji now seeks through two bills
to secure legislative effect for the recommendations of the Com-
mittee. One bill aims at the abrogation of unhealthy monopolies
and the other aims in five years at the passing of all the tonnage
of the coastal traffic into the hands predominantly of Indians.
1 Vide "Cable to G.F. Andrews", On or after 30-7-1928.